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AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0738 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT 

SUBJECT: QADHAFI'S PUBLIC REAPPEARANCE 

1. LIBYAN REGIME HELD MAJOR CELEBRATION AT SIRT JULY 
6 TO MARK ANNIVERSARY OF 1915 BATTLE OF QIRDABIYAH 
IN WHICH TRIBESMEN GAINED STUNNING VICTORY OVER 
ADVANCING ITALIAN MILITARY FORCE. STAGING WAS EXPERT. 

IT WAS DRAMA WITH UNEXPECTED ENDING BECAUSE 
QADHAFI, THE "LEADER OF THE REVOLUTION" AND "DEFENDER 
OF ARAB NATIONALISM". AS HE IS NOW CALLED, DID NOT 
MAKE SPEECH AS ALL EXPECTED HE WOULD. 

2. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE BUILD UP FOR THIS 
BEDOUIN TYPE GATHERING IN QADHAFI TRIBAL COUNTRY AT 
WHICH THE LEADER WOULD MAKE FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
IN THREE MONTHS. HE LOOKED IMPRESSIVELY FIT AND HIS 
PRESENCE DOMINATED ALL PROCEEDINGS. DIPLOMATS 
SPENT OVER HALF HOUR WITH HIM WHEN HE WAS DYNAMITING 
AN ITIALIAN MONUMENT. VETERAN QADHAFI WATCHERS COULD 
NOT REMEMBER WHEN HE WAS SO FRIENDLY AND AT EAST WITH 
CORPS. 
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3. QADHAFI'S PRESS SAID CELEBRATION SHOWED REAL 
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STRENGTH OF TIES BETWEEN PEOPLE AND LEADER. AL-FATIH 
DECLARED GATHERING WAS REFERENDUM AND RENEWAL OF 
LOYALTY. IT WAS TRUE THERE WAS MUCH MORE FERVOR AMONG 
THE ROBUST TRIBESMEN AND VILLAGERS THAN IS EVER 
FOUND AMONG LIBYAN CITY PEOPLE. IF THIS WAS HIS 
POINT. QADHAFI WAS ABLE TO MAKE IT WITHOUT A SPEECH. 

STEIN 
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